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If you are taking a break over the next few weeks, 

the RSC London team wishes you a happy 

holiday and looks forward to meeting you on a 
visit or at one of our events next term. 

 
The event report:  e-Factor 2012: “It’s all about the learner”  
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e-Factor 2012: "It's all about the learner" 
Attracting 250 delegates from across London’s post-16 learning providers, RSC London’s end of 
year event, e-Factor 2012: “It’s all about the learner”, had a real buzz.  “Thank you for having 
us...in my opinion it was the best one yet!” was how one delegate put it after a day that offered 
an impressive collection of showcased practice, all delivered by colleagues from London’s 
learning providers. Offering inspiring content and a busy exhibition area, this year we also 
welcomed learners who attended both as delegates and presenters. Over 50 staff and learners 
gave presentations - a challenging and rewarding experience – as one presenter wrote in this 
reflection on her day.   

RSC manager Graciano Soares noted in his blog the number of delegates who shared short 
video contributions on what they had seen.  This strength of a shared mission was brought out 
again in the closing session by Kingston College Principal, Peter Mayhew-Smith in his personal 
response to the good practice shown here in London; practice that still aims to provide the best 
learner experience in challenging times. 

If you couldn’t join us this time, all of the video reflections, presentations, resources, links and 
photos, are available now from: http://moodle.rsc-london.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=110  
 

National/Regional Events 

11th-13th September 2012 - ALT-C 2012 - A confrontation with reality – University of 
Manchester – Fees apply 
5th October 2012  Future of Technology in Education conference, ULCC, Senate House, London, 
WC1E 7HU – save the date 
 

http://www.jiscrsc.ac.uk/london
http://moodle.rsc-london.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=110
http://jiscrsclondon.wordpress.com/
https://twitter.com/rsclondon
http://rachelpreece1.blogspot.co.uk/2012/06/e-factor-2012-its-all-about-learner.html
http://jiscrsclondon.wordpress.com/
http://moodle.rsc-london.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=110
http://moodle.rsc-london.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=110
http://www.alt.ac.uk/altc2012/
http://fote-conference.com/wordpress/2012/03/fote12-save-the-date/


RSC London News 

Newham Sixth Form College Case Study on the Excellence Gateway 
The challenge for Newham Sixth Form College (NewVIc) has been to extend the good practice 
with Moodle and Mahara in some curriculum areas, across the College, and to meet growing 
student expectations for access to course materials online. Read how NewVIc is driving up the 
use of its Moodle VLE in this case study recently published on the Excellence Gateway.   
 
Event report: RSC London Janet Briefing Day 
This regular get-together of the RSC London supported technical community aimed to raise 
awareness of the range of  Janet services available to learning providers. Janet services are 
more cost-effective compared to their commercial equivalents and with shrinking IT budgets 
and  increasing demands to get more from the IT investment, the event set out to promote 
Janet services that could enable colleagues to achieve maximum efficiencies and sustain quality 
in providing IT services in their organisations. The event report is available from: 
http://moodle.rsc-london.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=117  

Other News   
JISC TechDis introduces Jess and Jack 
David Sugden, a TechDis accredited trainer, was at e-Factor 2012 to demonstrate the TechDis 
toolbox of video tutorials and introduce us to Jess and Jack, two new voices for use with text-
to-speech software. The quality of synthetic voices is judged by how easy they are to 
understand and by how human they sound. TechDis Jack and TechDis Jess are youthful and 
modern sounding voices which were developed with feedback from hundreds of learners across 
the sectors. They are free to publicly funded post-16 learning providers in England. Find out 
how to download Jess and Jack: 
http://www.jisctechdis.ac.uk/techdis/technologymatters/voices  
 
JISC Inform 
The summer edition of JISC Inform leads with Maggie Galliers, President-elect of the 
Association of Colleges on her vision of how technology can help colleges future-proof 
themselves. Other articles cover the latest JISC Observatory report Delivering Web to Mobile, 
what has made the TED talks so successful, technology and the student experience and much 
more.  
 
Fote12 – 140 Challenge - Student expectations 
This year’s Future of Technology in Education (FOTE) 140 Challenge will offer 10 students the 
chance to share their views, thoughts and expectations about technology in education with 
over 300 conference delegates and a remote audience. Students over 16 years old, are invited 
to post a short 140 second video on the FOTE Facebook page . More information from: 
http://fote-conference.com/wordpress/2012/06/140challenge-student-expectations/  

Funding opportunities 
Ufi funding to transform vocational education and training announced 

http://www.excellencegateway.org.uk/node/21130
http://moodle.rsc-london.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=117
http://www.jisctechdis.ac.uk/tbx
http://www.jisctechdis.ac.uk/tbx
http://www.jisctechdis.ac.uk/techdis/technologymatters/voices
http://www.jisc.ac.uk/inform/inform34/FutureProofing.html
http://www.jisc.ac.uk/inform/inform34/MobileDelivery.html
http://www.jisc.ac.uk/inform/inform34/TedTalks.html
http://www.jisc.ac.uk/inform/inform34/StudentExperience.html
https://www.facebook.com/FOTEconference
http://fote-conference.com/wordpress/2012/06/140challenge-student-expectations/


Ufi Charitable Trust has announced plans to use the £50 million endowment from the sale of 
learndirect, to transform vocational education and training through technology. Stage 1 of the 
application opened on 2nd July 2012. Deadline: midnight on 31st of July to submit an outline 
project, via http://www.ufi.co.uk  

Resources 

JISC Legal: Cloud Computing and the Law Webcast  
The recording of this webcast originally broadcast on 31st May 2012, is now available in 
segments and with a transcript on the JISC Legal website 

Social media guidance for the public sector 
The UK Government has published guidance for civil servants covering the benefits and pitfalls 
of social media.  The guidance concentrates on the benefits of civil servants using social media 
to reach their intended audience, but also highlights the need for maintaining the boundaries 
between personal and professional use. The guidance is available at the Cabinet Office website 
(PDF).  JISC Legal also has a summary of the key legal areas to consider when using Facebook in 
FE and HE. 

JISC Enhancing Practice: exploring innovation with technology in further education 
The case studies featured in this new JISC publication show how staff at further education 
colleges sought innovative ways of using technology to enhance learning; they aimed to engage 
learners and help them achieve their goals, and to help deliver high-quality learning efficiently. 
http://www.jisc.ac.uk/publications/programmerelated/2012/enhancing-
practice.aspx#downloads  

JISC: Learning in a Digital Age - extending higher education opportunities for lifelong learning 
Learning in a Digital Age is the latest in the Effective Practice series from the JISC e-Learning 
Programme. Aimed at those in further and higher education who have an interest in lifelong 
learning, academic staff, lecturers, tutors, learning support staff, learning technologists, and 
information, advice and guidance professionals, the publication includes eleven institutional 
case studies. http://www.jisc.ac.uk/publications/programmerelated/2012/learning-in-a-digital-
age.aspx  

Developing Digital Literacies 
The JISC Developing Digital Literacies Programme is funding twelve projects in UK colleges and 
universities to support the development of digital literacies. This briefing paper explores some 
of the themes that have emerged from the programme. 
http://www.jisc.ac.uk/publications/briefingpapers/2012/developing-digital-literacies.aspx  

 
Janet Videoconferencing 
Janet has a new Community website which lists content providers and links to their video-
conferencing sessions:  https://community.ja.net/groups/janet-videoconferencing-content  The 
new Community website is open to everyone in the Janet community to join and get involved. 
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The next stage, the Videoconferencing Content Directory which will showcase content, will be 
available soon. 

 
You are receiving this e-Bulletin as a subscriber to a RSC London JISCMail list. 

Please forward to any colleagues who might find it useful. 
To add, amend or cancel a subscription please contact Rosemary Leadley. 

Your comments and contributions are invited. 
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